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REFPCRT CF THE CIVIL EROMAUTICS BOLRD
of the
Investigntion of n Accident Involving Aireraft in
Schzodulcd Axr Crrricr Oper-tion

Mojor damage wes reccivaed by o llodcl DC-3 Douglas aarerft in an
aceident which occurred about 8:45 a.m. (EST) on June 8, 1941, -t the
Llopango Axirport, San 3-lvador, Sclvader, Thc planwe, NC 25657, wais
ouned and operated by Pan Americcn Ziriays, Inc. The crcw ¢onsisted of
Coptrin Samucl T. Peters ~nd Farst Officer Walliam ©. Corlton, both of
whom were proporly certificoted and =pproprintely roted, o radio cporator,
and o stoward. There wers twelve rovenuc passengurs ~board. Nono of the
occup nts wis 1njurcd.

Tho flight, dcsign-tcd by the earricr rns No, 501 of Junc 7, 1941,
originntcd ot Browmsville, Tcxns, with Port of Spain, Trinidnd, =3 1ts
destination. Numerous aintormedizts stops wore schoduled, 1ncluding
Tempico, Mexico City, Guatemrlo City, ~nd San S<lvador. The —irer T4
departcd Guatomnl~ City for 3an S-lv-dor approxim:tcly on schcdulc, mith
1ts totnl welght nnd weight distribut:zon within the limits proscribed
by the Civil Acronautics Administration. "uathor condaticons over the
route wecre good. Ghen tho nirerft wns 2 fowr miles {ron 3-n 3nlvador,

2 rodio messnge was reccived givan. vventher inform-tion thore vshich

ancludcd the foet thnt the wand wos from the southwast -nd £ ~ viloecity of
about =1x to cight m.p.h. The capizin c¢lceted to 1ond from ncrth to south
and storted his oppro-ch. Fhon still ~bout two miles from th. norincrn
boundary of thc airport he obscrved the windscek which indic ted thrt the
wand wos still from the southwiest. The -irer~ft passed ovor the northern
bound~ry of thc -airport 1t 1n -~ir speed of 2bout 80 m.p.h. First contact
with the ground wns mcde a2t -~ point -bout 7280 feoob from the northcrn boundary
of the field ond the airercft bounccd for < distance of ~bout 240 fcot
before cgrin making contaszt. Braikoes were aponlicd but they werc inaffoctive
on the grass-covercd runway which wes et from o recent rmin. Thoe cireraft
continucd ahc-d and -5 1t ncnred the _dee of the ficld, which was bordorcd
by a2 ravinc, the captain ~ttomptod to grouniloop., The 1l -vheel wos
uniecked, and raght brike znd loft throttle vierc applicd. The grouniloop
had nrogressed through -~bout 90 dogrces and the zareraft was travcling <bout
20 m.p.h. when the left whegl went over the cdge of the rovinoc. The
sireroft continucd turring for -~bout €0 degroos and then slid down the
ravine t211 first. It crane to rost ~bout 30 fict down the sloope.
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It was subsaguently -~sccrtnincd that there h~d bocn no
2lfuncticning of the nairer-ft or any of 1ts components, i1neluding
the brakes. The subjcet runvay 18 2490 fcot long ~nd the wind, -t
the time of the ilanding, wns ~bout 81x or eight m.p.h. from ~ dircetnd
about 45 degries teo the rght of th: ~zpro~ch path. Saince the

accrdeont, thes carricr his stopped the usc of the subjcet runwiv when
11nd of less then 12 w.p.h. exists.

PROBABLE CLUSE.

Action of »nilot in comtinuing o l-nding 2ft.r ovorshooting o
1 short slinpory Tunw y.
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